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What’s the same?

• We have a quick search on the home page
– can choose object type(s)

• Can get query results back in ‘web’ or ‘tab’
format

• Gene pages
– multi-sectioned, highly organized
– give ‘teasers’ (e.g., counts); click to get further details.

• Database reports
• Direct (read-only) database access



What’s Different?
• Quick search

– Shows what matched (why did I get this record?)
– Can enter multiple search terms
– Search term semantics varies depending on ‘section’

• IDs == exact match
• nomenclature == phrase containment
• descriptions == word stemming, boolean combination

– Search help tips, + full search help page

• Sidebar
• Don’t yet have ‘production’ support for batch queries,

but,
– there’s a prototype
– we’re experimenting with BioMart

• MGI User Support - custom queries
• Our very nice blue color!



Ahr











*Dave Walton

An experimental prototype
for batch querying.





Lessons Learned
• Mostly, the same as everything being said

today...
• Simple is good (but hard!)

– quick search accounts for > 95% of all queries
– by FAR, people access gene pages

• Google searching is of limited value
– order of results is ‘random’ (to the biologist)
– diabetes

• User testing is important
• Users LOVE the short gene descriptions

– unless they disagree with it

• Going forward, bulk queries are critical
– denormalization is inevitable
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